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In 1986, Anthony won the championship in the Asia Pacific
Popular Song Contest with his performance of the song “Lyrics”.
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in Japan in 2000.
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with many virtuoso singers including Elisa Chan ..o = b
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f 7k 5 50 55 A ML R A A+ 30 R I




Afloat on the Sea at Night, Listening to the Volcano
Original text in Chinese : Calvin Poon

English translation : Rupert Chan

They say music and talent are inseparable. Previously I considered this an assumption only, since I have not
met Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Having known Anthony Lun, I have at last found solid proof for that saying.

Four-year-old Master Lun would, after listening to the tune played by his elder brother practicing the piano,
secretly imitate him, and play the piece faultlessly. This was what caused his elder brother to volunteer to
give him his first lesson in piano playing. Since then, he learned the piano on and off, and ran into good piano
teachers time and again. However, his family had not yet realized that the path he would take in future was
precisely one paved with notes.
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After Completlng secondary school Study’ he read pSYChOlOgy in the Anthony wrote many masterpieces for his

USA. It was in fact leaving his innate talent hidden in his pocket. But good friend Anita Mui.
next door to his classroom there was the base of the music department.
And so it came to pass, that the melodies erstwhile by no means
overshadowed by the shades of trees and noises of cars in Kowloon
Tong, were thus once again soaring in the blue sky and beautiful
sunlight of South California.

Later on, at Detroit where he had completed his Master of Music, he had
originally intended to pursue a career of teaching. However, in the States
during a period of economic recession then, it was not easy at all to find a
job in the education sector. Nonetheless, this bottle neck problem, of
inability to make use of what he had studied, has gained in exchange for
him a totally new experience, and rewritten his lifelong career path. He
was employed by the local cabaret to sing, accompanied by himself. This
opportunity arose because the musician performing there took two
months leave, and a temporary replacement was called for. But, sorry, the
temp replacement was too popular. After taking leave, the incumbent on
return found that he needed to look for a new job!

Having been apprised of these background facts, Anthony Lun's success overnight as a new star singer in the
limelight, on the strength of his interpretation of the song "Lyrics"; and subsequent achievements as composer,
arranger, producer and commander-in-chief of pop concerts, all these seem to be a matter of course...

Hardly so!

During his student days in America, he practiced the piano daily. The professor had high hopes for him, expecting
him to be a new star virtuoso. The young Anthony was however not inebriated in this dream, a dream of vanity to a
certain degree. Having heard pianists younger than he and more able to give a Midas touch, he well knew where he
excelled and where he fell short.

; 'ﬁséﬂi‘ with Sandy

Lam, Anthony wrote her

many hits which have

helped her to scale new
" heights.
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Anthony is a close friend of Connie Chan. He is also an
inevitable music partner of her drama and concert




Returning to the very commercial Hong Kong market, his fi 1
Universe", received mixed reviews. The polite critics said his mu
garde; the not so polite ones naturally could hardly hear the fi
aspects therein. Not until he sang "Lyrics", composed and with lyrics writte
Poon Kwong Pui, and won the championship in the Asia Pacific Popular $
Contest, did he open up a skylight in the local music field.

"Love in the Universe" had in fact revealed at a very early stage the latent talents
of Anthony Lun, in singing, arrangement, composing and writing, ete, which
blossomed luxuriantly later. A youngster who produces something that comprises
his very best, his most dedicated, and what he longs to express most, but in return
gets the cold shoulder, will most probably see this as a hitter blow, or may even
never recover from it. But Anthony did not mind all this, he just went on
ceaselessly to learn, to assimilate, to be creative, and to accomplish what he set
out to do. The talent with which he handles his own inborn talents is precisely the
greatest of his many talents.

And so, Hong Kong has been blessed with "Hot Lips", "He Ri (When?)" the theme
song of the movie "Au Revoir, Mon Amour", "Burn", "Heart is Still Cold", "Piano
Man", "I Said I Want You to be Happy", "Why Did I Let You Go?", and "Ai Guo Jiu
Shi Wan Quan (To have loved is to be complete)'. And so, Hong Kong gradually has
its own soul music. And so, local creative works in the Hong Kong music field has
more richly gained self-confidence.

And yet, Anthony Lun has not stopped at that. I had the good fortune of
collaborating with him to write a musical. He kept supplying me with song titles
and simplified scores like running water. I in turn filled in the lyrics. When I had
finished the task after much effort, I listened to the whole work once again, and
only then discovered that, in this 90-minute suite, his creative work was so
coherent from start to finish. And the tension built up therein by the variations
and arrangements following the rise and fall of the storyline, the changes in
rhythm, the use of instruments, ete, gave all kinds of very exact hints for the lyricist to pen the words.

I also asked him how he composed for other singers. He said, very casually, that he just followed the lead of the
piano. But Anita Mui, Lui Fong, Sandy Lam, Eddie Ng, Alex To, Aaron Kwok, Andy Lau, Andy Hui, Cass Phang, Joey
Yung and Deanie Ip... all these singers of completely different singing styles and character traits, had nevertheless
one and all expressed fully their special singing characteristics individually in hits arranged or composed by him.

If music is a sea, Anthony Lun loves swimming in it for one thing, while at the same time often leads his listeners to
dive into great depths. I absolutely look forward to his bringing to us much much more. I firmly believe that what
we have heard so far is just the tip of the iceberg. However, his music is of course not an iceberg. May one say that
it is rather a volcano, and for that matter, a towering and active volcano?

Addendum : There is one more talent that Anthony keeps hidden in his pocket, withc
taking it out and using it too often. Namely, his sense of humor. When he puts musig a
he is a veritable "Woody Ah Lun", as Woody Allen is translated in Hong Kong.
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Anthony always plays the role of music director and
guest performer in other singers’ con , Leon Lai,
George Lam and Sally Yip are some of them.
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