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Beyond was interviewed by Jolland Chan
and Melissa Cheung (M) in RTHK's
programme Real Music.
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RAMEXREED JET
Attended the Best
Chinese Songwriters
Award with Chou Chih
Ping (L1, front row),
Jonathan Lee, Angus
Tung and Lo Tayu
(L3-R, front row)
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Jolland Chan (R) directed song production for
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Chan's charity concert
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Pictured with Eric Tsang and The Wynners at Chelsia
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Hosted with Carmen Wong for RTHK's
programme Music Begins Here in 2014, with
‘Jacky Cheung as one of the guests
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The Certificate of Appointment of the
Editorial Committee Member of The
Chinese Music Literature Association by
Counsellor’s Office of the State Council
in August 2014
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Feelangs at Heart, Pen an Hand, Love Roonwng on Paper

| grew up from my salad days in the squatter huts area at the foot of the Lion Rock. Everyday, after school,
| had to carry water home together with my younger brother, shouldering bamboo pole and buckets, so
that my family of seven might have enough water for cooking and individual bathing. After dinner, | turned
on the kerosene lamp and did my homework in a crouching posture, firmly convinced that, only through
diligent study could my future be ensured. At leisure times, | would help out in the plastic flowers finishing

handicraft at home, hoping to make more money: every cent counted, every dime counted too.

In my Form Seven year, my dream of entering university was abruptly shattered overnight. My father was
diagnosed to have terminal liver cancer, with not more than three months' time left. | had no choice but to find
a job as soon as possible, to shoulder in father's stead the responsibility of earning money to support the

household. And that was how it transpired that | joined a recording studio as assistant. B (ER) iINELSERIE - (DEEE

) ERAMNSSERBEFHIRER

Pictured with (from left) former PolyGram

management Douglas Chan, composer of

also encountered many personages whom | previously could only see on television. “Butterfly Lovers Violin Concerto® Ho Zhanhao
and singer Paula Tsui

While working at Dragon Studio, my eyes were opened to have seen many new things. Moreover, |

Sam Hui, The Wynners, Teresa Teng, Chelsia Chan, Teddy Robin and Joe Junior, all these my "
seniors in the music circle produced their new song albums here at this studio. To me, this is " ; II‘
indeed something beyond my wildest dreams. During this spell, | stood aside observing J /

carefully their every gesture and movement, paying attention to their every word and phrase. &
Whenever | found there was something | did not understand, | would go and consult William [;c-\

Kwan, a mentor who was willing to enlighten me.

One day, Sam Hui came over to me and asked my view on the original lyrics of one of his songs. ey * &
| was simply flattered. Of course | did not grasp the fact that he was doing an opinion poll. So | e ———
pondered for one night. On the next morning, | told him what | thought. Later, William Kwan gave
me several songs to try my hand at writing lyrics for them. "Meng De Pai Huai (Dream's
| Lingering)" sung by Chelsia Chan, and "Xi Guang Yin i :

s | e | (Treasure Time)" by Teddy Robin, these were my very first 4 g .

' : L works. | sincerely thank these two good friends and singers - oy ' '%hq i
y¥_§

for providing me with this opportunity. Afterwards | learned

o=l B & -

i

that Sam Hui had praised me in the presence of Ricky Fung.

Years later, lyrics | wrote for Alan Tam's "Yu Si Qing

Chou (Drizzling Rain, Love's Sorrow)" won me my very 3
FEER (RMWOERA) (REHSI2005 |§ || 0 (£#) TRTERDATSEITELBREE
EfEH) £5  FRanSEREREEA - \ ot ® y Participated in pop music summit forum with
Andy Lau recorded "Longan Tree of the L " @ @ (from left) Li Guangping and Chou Chih Ping
Homeland” (the theme song of Lifeline ' [ B - o
Express 2005) with lyrics written by Jolland v
Chan and Chelsia Chan. Se *. _
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HEESSE FAERTTFREZHFEE
At a Chinese New Year gathering with PolyGram's management,
colleagues and singer Cally Kwong




first award -- RTHK's Top Ten Chinese Gold Songs Award. This song is a portrayal of the feelings in my heart. It describes me
standing like a fool beneath my first love's abode, because all | wanted was to catch a glimpse of her face when she emerged to
close the window, and | would be contented just to know that all was well with her. Since | was writing about myself, it all came
to me so naturally. After that, "Wu Ye Li Ren (Midnight Beauty)" was commended by my teacher Lo Kwok Jim. During that time,
when | was interviewed on radio about where | got the inspiration for this number, | was asked whether | often visited night clubs.
Really, where would | have got the nerve or the money to do that? The true story goes like this: as a schoolboy, | worked at night
with my mother and younger brother as garbage collectors of a multi-storey building. Even though | did not really mind, the
hostile stares and utterances of the residents were quite hard to swallow. On a few occasions, | met a gorgeous girl in the elevator.
Her amiable and understanding attitude surprised me no end. Afterwards, | found out that she was a professional night life

worker. This song was in fact dedicated to her, as a token of my admiration and respect for her.

| like to look for subject matters within everyday life. Like a sketching artist, stopping and resting on the roadside, | would record it
all stroke by stroke with my pen. This type of works include Alan Tam's "Peng You (Friend)", Lowell Lo's "Shi Huang Zhe
(Scavenger)", Sam Hui's "Hai Bao Nu Lang (Poster Girl)", Terence Choi's "Ren Qiang (Human Fence)", Paula Tsui's "Wen Ming Lei
(Tears of Civilization)" and "Si Xing Zhi Lu (The Way of Thoughts and Deeds)", Ram Chiang's "Wo Ye Bu Xiang Shuo Huang (| Don't
Want To Lie Either)", Grasshopper's "Shi Jie Hui Bian De Hen Mei (The World Will Become Very Beautiful)", Karen Tong's "Gei Shi
Jie Duo Yi Xie Wei Xiao (Give The World A Little More Smile)", Cindy Fong's "Min

Zhu Meng Zhu (Leader of Democracy)”, Michael Kwan's "Xi Bie Ge (Song of SEET - REEERERMIECASHEFRE LR

Pictured with Cheng Kok Kong, Teddy Robin and
Farewell)", Amy Chan's "Gei Wo Duo Yi Xie Shi Jian (Give Me A Little More Time)", Joseph Koo at the CASH Annual Dinner

Lisa Wang's "Wei Mang Shuo Huang (To Lie For Being Busy)", Annabelle Louie's "Bai
Yi Tian Shi (Angel in White)", and Cocos' "Hong Zhuan Qiang (Red Brick Wall)", etc.

Give me a pen, a sheet of paper, and | will desire very much to use words to record
down what | see, ponder and think. | feel that every song | write is like "sketching".
| am more a musical sketching artist than a lyricist. A melody will rouse up feelings
hidden deep down in my heart, and allow the nib of my pen to depict honestly and

vividly that particular instant. There will be my experiences, and your encounters.

There will be romantic incidents, and painful moments. Each song represents that
specific kind of feelings of mine. Creative work cannot rely solely on imagination.

There must be blood and tears as well.

Finally, let me sum up my creative life with a few words -- feelings at heart, pen in

hand, love roaming on paper.

Jolland Chan, alias Xiang Xue Huai
17 September 2014

English translation: Rupert Chan

HE (7) BRENEERE

HR003FERFEECHA (S8 HE
Interviewed James Wong as a host in RTHK’s
Real Music in 2003.
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As guests of the mainland’s singing contest
King of Mic with Priscilla Chan

At a party hosted by Chelsia Chan (M)
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