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Kenny Bee la [FNY

A Love Affair With Music .

When an empty pop drink can rolls with the wind on the 2
ground, sometimes slowly and sometimes fast, making a
clanging sound, what does it make you think of?

Someone may say, is it not just a bit of garbage? Yet another one

may be gifted, and can hear in it an interesting though irregular

rhythm. Lightly fingers play and softly whistle. Ah! It is the

inspiration for a new song! In the same season of flowers, different

people will see different sceneries. &

Kenny Bee (Chung Chun To) is in himself a poignant song. The notes on

the score sheets are as if half awake, plus half drunk. He did have lived a

happy life, like the bright new moon on the rise. His music sings out the E _,..'-—-—-“-:!'

reverberations from the bottoms of our hearts, and also leisurely tells his

own story.

As a child he knew nothing at all about music, so he had not won at the starting N ?ft,

line. He attended the audition for the school gospel choir. The teacher played an

excerpt of music, asked the students to remember it and sing it out afterwards. ,:“‘ia

Many students could not do it. But Kenny could sing it without missing a single note,
and was accurate in counting every beat. The teacher openly praised him, “You have
an inborn talent for music.

On that day, he found his calling, and started on the road to music which he has since
walked for over forty years.

At sixteen, Kenny Bee got acquainted with a band leader, and began as an accompanist in

the band, playing the guitar and the saxophone, in nightclubs and cabarets. Occasionally he
would fill in vacant slots and made up and sang a few songs. At those places where all sorts
of people mingle, singing Western top hits night after night, results in his singing style being
deeply influenced by the Beatles. Several years of performance experience at small venues also
laid a solid foundation for his entering the realm of music.

When a man is talented as a superman, he would one day attain superman achievements. From
forming his own 'Sgt. Majors' band, to forming in 1973, together with Alan Tam, Bennett Pang,
Antony Chan and Danny Yip, the most classic combo in the history of Chinese popular music, 'The
Wynners', it was all ingeniously predestined by providence. They released their first album in the same

year, and he opened a glorious chapter in his life of music.

In 1975, the television program Wen Na Kuang Xiang Qu (Wynners Rhapsody) was very popular. To
give the program its signature tune and interludes, Kenny Bee took his first step in song composition.
And so we had the birth of such familiar songs as "Wan Xia La' (Have Some Fun) and ‘Zhui Gan Pao
Tiao Peng’ (Chase, Hasten, Run, Jump, Bump). His road of original compositions was launched and
would shine with splendor in the music field.

In the 1980s, elements of Japanese popular music greatly influenced the Hong Kong music scene.
Kenny Bee, whose style had always followed the path of the Western pop, chuckled and said all

the good Japanese songs had been taken by others. Since he could not compete with others

in adapting Japanese songs, he would increase his own original compositions. ‘My hand

writes my song.’




‘Rang Wo Tan Dang Dang’ (Let Me Be Totally Open, 1981), ‘Bu Ke Yi Bu Xiang Ni' (Can't Stop Missing You, 1981), “Yao Shi You Yuan' (If We Are
Destined, 1983), Yi Duan Qing' (A Love Affair, 1983), ‘Chi Xin De Yi Ju' (A Faithfully Loving Line, 1984), ‘Xiang Chang Wen Zhang Ji Guan Qiang’
(Sausage, Mosquito Net, Machine Gun, 1986), ‘Ai Qing Zu Qu’ (Love Suite, 1988), ‘Qian Zai Bu Bian' (Unchanged for a Millennium, 1988)... one after
another smash hits composed and sung by himself, enabled him to win championships of the pop charts and reaped the glory of Golden Hit at
award ceremonies time and again. The many albums he released also achieved Gold and Platinum Disc status. His work “Yi Duan Qing’ even won
the Hong Kong Composition of the Year Award in 1984.

Once he started he was already a superstar. Every time the limelight is shining on his face. However, heroes are short lived. Glory is rain
washed and gone with the wind. A man who had won thousands of glamour on stage, fell into the rock bottom of bankruptey. It makes Kenny

Bee rewrite anew the movements of his life.

Cold stars twinkle. Let everything go with the wind. It is easier said than done. In those years of darkness, he loved to shut himself up in the music
room, did not want to see anybody, just bowed his head and strummed, strummed, strummed, crazily sang, sang, sang, venting his passion fully.
‘Music saved me! Playing music obviated the need for me to drink and drown my sorrows all the day.’ The will that had been subdued, started to

reel and stir once the music sounded. A fire of striving on was rekindled. The dark road was slowly lit up again.
One after another musical note brought him the courage to live on. He would never forget one little story —

An old ox carelessly fell into a dry well. Its owner ran around in great anxiety, asking people to help, hoping to pull the ox up from the

bottom of the well.
But after trying many ways, none of them worked. Meanwhile somebody suggested, ‘The ox is old anyway, might as well bury it down there.'

Seeing that there is no hope of saving it, the owner gave up the idea of rescue. He poured earth shovel by shovel into the well. Realizing that its

owner was giving up on it, the old ox wailed and struggled ceaselessly.

But after wailing for a while, the old ox had suddenly stopped. Looking down into the well, the owner saw the old ox shake off the earth dumped
onto it all to the bottom, and spring onto the earth hill that was gradually piling up higher and higher. Thus, with a shake followed by a spring,

the old ox was rising higher and higher. In a short while it successfully stepped out of the well and escaped death.

Kenny Bee said he was once that dying ox. All the vicissitudes of life were left to chatters with laughter. Now he is a traveler in the fields, admiring

everywhere the break of dawn and the setting sun at leisure. Music was once a tool for money making. Now it is a pleasure to enjoy.

Take up the guitar, twang the strings, using the highs and lows of the melodies, to vent the thoughts and notions of the heart. One after another silhouette
of a back turned on him and hard to retain, one after another heart-rending tear stain, one after another unrestrained laughter, one after another scene
of romance and savoir faire, they go into songs. Composing over a hundred songs, recording tracks of the heart, producing fifty albums filled with good
music, Kenny Bee reigns in the realm of music, and is popular over the whole Greater China. On & January 2016, at RTHK's '38th Top Ten Chinese Gold
Songs Award’, Kenny Bee was presented with the ‘Golden Needle Award' in recognition of his contributions to the music field in Hong Kong.

Walking through high hills and low vales, looking back, Kenny Bee would sing, “Why fear walking on in the dark, stars will shine everywhere.
Treading the pathway of love, he would tell her with no regret, "You can, when | am extremely thirsty, not give me water, but you cannot stop me
thinking of you for a second.’ Seeing that his beloved daughter Chung Yee share his love of music, and can sing out a song after listening to it
once, he would take her little hands and sing together with her ‘Ba Ba De Hua' (Papa's Words), letting her pass down the fervent blood of

passion for music to generation after generation.

The love conveyed by mountains and waters, is what storms of wind and rain that he and Fan Jiang had gone through together, memories of the
bitter and reminiscence of the sweet. His ‘Hai You Ni Gei Wo Kuai Le’ (There Is Still You to Give Me Happiness) left all to be unspoken. Every time
he interpreted this song on stage, Kenny Bee would invariably burst into tears, overwhelmed by his own emotions. His ‘Zhi Yao Ni Guo De Bi Wo
Hao' (So Long As You Live Better Than | Do) precisely depicts how in a transient world of star-crossed love, two lovers loving till silver haired is the

rainbow after the rain, with the last two lines, ‘Nothing is daunting. All the way to old age.

Every song by Kenny Bee is a landscape of the mortal world. Humming it, singing it, what do you see then?

Original text in Chinese: Billy Wong
English translation: Rupert Chan
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