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In Dr Yip Wai Hong's music career of over 60 years, he has achieved outstanding success as a music composer and conductor; more
importantly, he has made significant contributions to music education in Hong Kong — pioneering music education and nurturing
internationally acclaimed musicians.

= V] UEle Information and article (Chinese) by: Choi Ching Yee

Embarking on his fruitful music journey as a student in the Music Department of Beijing’s Yenching University, Dr Yip later graduated
from Beijing’s Central Conservatory of Music as a music theory and composition major, received his master’s degree in 1970 from the
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, USA, and earned his Doctor of Musical Arts degree in 1979 at the
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, USA. Over the years, Dr Yip has written many music works in a variety of
categories, including symphony, instrumental music, choral music, cantata, and a large number of re-arrangements of folk songs, etc.

Speaking of Dr Yip's music journey, his personal achievement is undoubtedly outstanding, but more importantly, his unremitting
efforts to promote music education in Hong Kong have borne abundant fruits. He has stimulated the physical and mental
development of numerous children with music. Mentoring young talents according to their aptitude, he has nourished one
world-renowned musician after another. His contribution is truly unparalleled.

Pioneering Music Education

Dr Yip’s contribution to music education started from his time at the Hong Kong Baptist College
(the predecessor of the Hong Kong Baptist University), where he began to teach music in 1963, At
the time, music was a value-added humanities subject for artistic refinement of the students. Due
to a shortage of resources, the development of the music subject, which was considered
unimportant and more of an embellishment, was difficult, leaving the faculty with no option but to
create opportunities through their own efforts. After taking up the job, Dr Yip added music
appreciation, music theory, and choral singing to the curriculum, and recruited students with
instrument playing skills to form a simple small ensemble, which often performed at the \
playgrounds and sometimes at events of the College. With great enthusiasm and interests, the ZZARERERAMOTFTERFESLEN
members tried their best at every performance, earning the approval, encouragement, and fh;ﬁfsfiffiﬁﬁﬁow Ma visited and
support of Dr M. Anderson, the first President of the College, and Dr Daniel Chi-wai Tse, who  collaborated with the Yip's Children’s Choir at

s the Yip's Children's Choral and Performing
succeeded Dr Anderson as President. RFs Gentraih - doclmenioryin o9yl

Later, the College established a standard music curriculum, setting up, one after another, academic courses, practical courses, majors,
and minors in a few years. As the size gradually increased, it was deemed necessary to set up a music department. To this end, Dr Yip
went to the United States to further his study for the first time. The time was 1968, and he enrolled in a master’s program at the
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. While majoring in music theory and composition, he chose electives
related to music education in the US. Having personally observed the ubiquity of music education and the effects of music on the
society in the US, Dr Yip realised deeply that music is an effective approach to national education. During his study in the US, Dr Yip
won a first prize in composition with his Symphony of the Earth, a cantata for chorus and orchestra.

Upon receiving his master’s degree in 1969, Dr Yip returned to Hong Kong to resume his job at the Hong Kong Baptist College and
prepare for the establishment of the Music and Fine Arts Department. The Department was officially established in 1973, and Dr Yip
was head of the Department for 20 years, during which he concurrently served as the Dean of the Faculty of Arts for four years. He
retired from the College in 1992, and was appointed to the Board of Governors of the College the year after.

While teaching at the Hong Kong Baptist College, Dr Yip
organised a girls’ choir and a Christian choir, which went on
overseas performing tours upon invitation. On the other
hand, as the Music Department developed, Dr Yip founded
the Pan Asia Symphony Orchestra and served as its Music
Director and Conductor, with the first Chairman of the
Board of Directors being Dr Daniel Chi-wai Tse, President
of the Hong Kong Baptist College at the time. The aim of
the Orchestra was to serve as the platform for the practice
of the Music Department students, with most of the core
members being professionals in string and other
instruments. Even today, the Pan Asia Symphony
Orchestra still puts on over ten formal concerts at music
halls each year, and at most such concerts overseas

EEBRECERENMUFASRE [ Bl EEEREE - 80 maestros or award-winning young musicians are invited as
EETREERERERRELRS -

At the inaugural concert of the Hong Kong Children’s Symphony Orchestra, guest performers.
Yip Wing-sie (front L1) being the guest conductor shared the same stage
with her father, the Orchestra’s music director and conductor Dr Yip.




While studying for his master’s degree, Dr Yip, hoping to learn more about music
education in the US, chose children’s music education — chorus as an elective and
was deeply influenced. Upon returning to Hong Kong in 1969, he immediately
established a children’s choir (later named as the Hong Kong Children’s Choir).
Thanks to his significant contribution to the development of the children’s choirs in
town, Dr Yip has been regarded as the ‘Father of children’s choirs in Hong Kong'.

Creating the Stage for Children’s Choirs

The inception of the Hong Kong Children’s Choir started from Dr Yip's return to
Hong Kong. He proposed to his relatives and friends to have their children sing
together on weekends. Fortunately, some music teachers and parents soon Eggz éiiﬁ%iﬁ%ﬁ%&% ﬁﬁ:fgigfiifmew o
responded positively, then the music teachers recommended some of their  Children's Choral and Performing Arts held in Hong Kong in 1999.
students with basic training in pianos, and Dr Yip’s own children and the children

of his brothers and sisters all joined as members. On the other hand, Dr Yip wrote and compiled the chorus textbooks according to
the aptitude and progress of each member, and the training soon showed results. In a matter of three to four months, the Choir was
invited for the first time to record music at the Radio Television Hong Kong. Afterwards, they were invited to perform from time to

time, giving everyone involved a sense of fulfillment. Under such circumstances, many parents hoped their children could sing in the
Choir, and this children’s choir has never looked back.

Led by Dr Yip, the Choir gave its first concert at the Hong Kong City Hall in 1970.
Afterwards the Choir started to give more and more performances, and were
invited to perform overseas from time to time: Singapore in 1972 (the Choir’s

IS Y TR W first overseas performance), Perth and Sydney in Australia in 1974, Switzerland

i : n » i " _ in 1976, and Canada in 1978, etc. Through these international exchanges, Dr Yip

I “} {HHJH Ui ,L1 1 : and the Choir kept improving their standard, and drove the development of

24 %G I ‘ TR N local children’s chairs. Dr Yip also helped with the establishment of the Wong
; Sl g, 47 ot 7 7' s Tai Sin Children’s Choir, and assisted in its training for two years.

Most of the songs in the Choir's repertoire at the time were written and
arranged by Dr Yip himself. Over the years, these works have added up: there

' . . e o N o are six volumes of world’s folk songs for children’s chorus (arranged by Dr Yip
ERAEAEEMO T MEFERNERSEEE— N HEES LHAFE - Wai Hong and Choi Ching Yee), six volumes of Chinese folk songs for chorus, as

Yip's Children’s Choir and the Tabernacle Choeir of Salt Lake City, Utah, USA . A ) .
at a broadcasting performance in 1991, well as suites, musicals with stories, solos, choruses, and folk songs.

So, in the 1970s, Dr Yip established the Music and Fine Arts Department of the Hong Kong Baptist College integrating with the Hong
Kong Children’s Choir and Pan Asia Symphony Orchestra, creating an all-round music education network, and his influence in Hong
Kong, especially in the music industry, also grew.

In the 1980s, Dr Yip organised the Hong Kong International Children’s Choral Festival in 1982, inviting children’s choirs from eleven
European and Asian countries to exchange and perform in Hong Kong. During the Festival, Dr Yip proposed that the conductors join
hands in setting up the International Society of Children’s Choir and Performing Arts (ISCCPA). Upon the agreement by all parties
concerned, ISCCPA was established, with the aim to organise exchange activities, big and small, according to the conditions of the
host countries, which would be responsible for receiving the participants and organising music performances, matched with
seminars and presentations. Dr Yip was elected Chairman of the Society, which was headquartered in Hong Kong. In 1987, ISCCPA
relocated its headquarter to the Education Department of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington D.C,,
and Dr Yip was elected Honorary Chairman of the Society.

Founding the Yip’s Children Choral and Performing Arts Centre

Leaving the Hong Kong Children’s Choir in 1983, Dr Yip founded the Yip’s Children Choral and Performing Arts Centre and the Yip's
Children’s Choir. As a diversified cultural and arts body, the Yip’s Children Choral and Performing Arts Centre conducted research
on the effects of music on the physical and mental development of babies, exploring the activities of babies from nine to eighteen
months old. The Centre also systematically developed innovative teaching tools such as computer music games.

The Yip’s Children’s Choir not only completely adopted the system for training
and education of children’s choirs developed by Dr Yip over the years, but also
continued to improve on the system in all aspects and push for a more
well-rounded goal, putting his vision for music education, especially children’s
chorus education, into practice. In addition to performing at local concerts and
major events such as the ceremony marking the return of Hong Kong to China
and international music festivals, the Choir, with Dr Yip's international network,
was also invited to perform in major cities in the US, the UK, and the Mainland China.

EERE LSRR A S EEES ERE R EAEENOE o
Dr Yip shared his experience in nurturing children's choirs on
various international choral activities,




During the period, Dr Yip gave presentations at the conference of the
American Choral Directors Association in 1989, and at the conference
of the Association of British Choral Directors in 1996, sharing his
experiences in children’s music education, for example, the differences
of the voices of boys and girls; the management of voice change of
boys; voice training for children; change of parts while a chord is
progressing, creating a variety of harmonious or discordant chords,
even producing extremely strange chord effects; the simplest
sight-singing gestures for children and their applications designed by
Dr Yip; the application of computer games in aural and memory
training as well as learning musical theory, etc.

The Centre set up an instrumental department in 1988, and invited the
world-renowned violin educator Prof. Lin Yao Ji to provide guidance.
With the cooperation of the teachers, the courses were soon
developed. By 1996, the first batch of the instrumental students have
become elite performers, able to give open solo performance. In the

same year, Dr Yip founded the Hong Kong Children’s Symphony
SRRESEEE0B0FRE R - ARNNERERIHSEFEAERERTERE . opchastra, providing a platform for the outstanding students of the
Yip's Children's Choir performed at the Rachmaninov Hall of the Moscow . .

Conservatory of Music in Moscow in 1989. instrumental department to become better musicians.

Starting from 2003, in addition to regular concerts every year, the Hong Kong Children’s Symphony Orchestra has made performance
tours a part of its professional training, from which the members benefited greatly. The regions the Orchestra had toured included Asia,
the Mainland China, the West and East Coasts of the US and Canada, multiple European countries, Australia, and New Zealand. Dr Yip's
purpose in arranging the orchestra members to study and exchange at different localities was not only to expand their horizons, open
their minds and hearts, strengthen their willpower, and improve their professional music skills, but also, to train their ability for
independent living, nurture mutual help and care, and thereby cultivate a healthy interpersonal relationship and outlook on life.

Nurturing Internationally Acclaimed Students

In his music education career of over four decades, besides enabling numerous students to experience the art of music through choral
singing, instrument playing, or conducting, Dr Yip has mentored many especially talented students to become music professionals,
with some even become internationally acclaimed musicians. Examples like Yip Wing-sie, Jimmy Chiang, Perry So, Lio Kuok-man, and
Elim Chan, up-and-coming conductors on the international music scene, have had close master-apprentice relationships with Dr Yip
since a tender age. They have each won first prizes at international conducting contests, and are now in the spotlight on the
international stage and making their own contributions.

It is impossible to count people having benefited from Dr Yip’s music education efforts, who are numerous, but those who have made him
most gratified and proud are without a doubt his three daughters: Sincere, Wing-sie, and Nina. Sincere Yip founded the Los Angeles Yip's
Children’s Choir in 1993, and upon returning to Hong Kong in 2000, she founded the Yip’s Children’s Musical Theater at the Yip’s Children
Choral and Performing Arts Centre. She is now the Associate Music Director of the Centre. A revered conductor in Asia, Yip Wing-sie is the
Music Director of the Hong Kong Sinfonietta. When she studied at London’s Royal College of Music, in the early 1980s, the Director of the
College Sir David Willcocks once thought it was a bit difficult for a female to become a conductor. Later, convinced by Yip Wing-sie's
competence, the Director wrote to Dr Yip, saying that Yip Wing-sie had attained a certain authority and changed his view on female
conductors. Nina Yip was active in the US opera field, and in 1998 she returned to Hong Kong, where she continues to be a singing coach
in opera productions and has been involved in over a hundred productions. She is now the Principal Répétiteur at Opera Hong Kong.

Looking back at his own work in children’s music education, while agreeing that it has
been a success, Dr Yip pointed out that Yip’s organisation still needs to continue its
efforts. He has always believed that although music learning is a long journey for
children, music plays an important role in their education, and therefore his past years
invested in children’s music education have been worthwhile. As a matter of course,
music has also made his life rich and abundant, which is the best ‘bonus’ possible!
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Dr Yip and the little musicians
of the Hong Kong Children’s
Symphony  Orchestra  were
excited before the inaugural
concert in April, 1997.

EHRELM=TE — (o) Kk - BREREm -
Dr Yip's three daughters — (from left) Yip Wing-sie,
Sincere Yip & Nina Yip.
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Your Children’s Choir is exceptional to say the least. We could easily understand why they are talked about all over the
world. A choir of that calibre deserves to be heard throughout the choral world.

Stealing our hearts equally with your talented and delightful choir, was the seven-year-old violinist Li Chuen-yun. Never
in our entire lives have we experienced anything like him. Even with his extraordinary ability, he still possesses the
mischief of what would be expected of a boy his age, and that is as it should be. Being the person you are, we are
confident you will help to guide him in the right direction in order to utilize his talents to the best of his ability. If he is not
the greatest, we predict he will be among the greatest violinists of his day. Please keep us in touch with his progress. 99

Gene Brooks (#/7#2) + Raymond Brock (ZfEHE)
ZEHERIERES  1987F12ANHE

Gene Brooks, National Executive Secretary
Raymond Brock, Director of Development
American Choral Directors Association, December 11, 1987
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On behalf of the 1989 ACDA National Convention Planning Committee and the 3,054 ACDA members who attended this conference, please
accept my personal gratitude and appreciation for your outstanding contribution to an ACDA event that achieved world-class stature.

We all are very aware that your excellent convention performance and interest session were a result of hundreds of hours of rehearsal time,
planning and detailed preparation. We sincerely appreciate the dedication and commitment that you and your singers shared with the
membership of the American Choral Directors Association.

Your contribution to choral music-making in America has affected many lives and has made a significant difference to thousands choral
conductors and singers. Thank you for sharing your time, talents, and repertoire with ACDA. ”

Diana J. Leland=3&EE
ZESIBIEERS(ACDA)ERE * 1989535230

Diana J. Leland, Convention Chairperson
National President-Elect, American Choral Directors Association, March 23, 1989
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Congratulations to Yip’s Children’s Choir. Your outstanding

Dr. Yip's children’s choir's concerts in Moscow produced an performance at A.B.C.D* in Oxford was deeply moving,
unforgettable impression; a high culture, professionalism, artistic lyrical-energetic and world class singing. 99
performance, exquisite taste, and a sense for music and style, .
profound expressiveness, beautiful voices, and a complete mutual RE o SO (fEH 9—"‘\)
understanding between the members of the choir and their 19968250 42
conductor. The whole c?f the Choir is taken leaves and impression David Fanshawe (Composer)
at one perfectly tuned instrument. §9 Oxford, August 25, 1996

ZT.F LR

HHiflRadot S IEMEIEE 1989

Zhadanova Tatiana Alexandrovna
Conductor, Radot Choir, Moscow, US.SR., 1989
*A.B.C.D. - Association of British Choral Directors
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=i For Piano

‘&8 E| Oratorio

1968 The Lamb of God %3;%-5 1968 Fugue No.l Eﬁﬂgﬁ%‘—g
1975 ARMAGEDDON (a Cantata for solo, duet, mixed chorus and piano 1968 Fugue No.2 BiEfE—#
accomp., a contemporary sacred music and oratorio) o SR . e
AkE B (BENHS) temolrir O. g; 00 {p|a;lo suite with 5 pieces)
(RRBAFES - ESE 8 BERAE HIHD) e e e S )
=48 Mysical 2= For Violin
1972 The Story of GHA DA MEILIN — 1959 Love Song of Lee Zuen (violin solo with pianc accomp.)
A Mongolian Hero (a musical with chorus dance and piano accomp.) FNET (MEEER - HEHAR)
RERREGEEEHNNE (S28 — 418 - S5 - B2 H=) 1959 Mountain Song of Jian Shi (violin solo with piano accomp.)

L - . I (MEEESR - HENR)
Z¢ Multimedia
2012 New “Book of Genesis” (an artistic work with music, speech and graphic) ,EL fi < >H| For Other Instruments

i (Elttie)y (RES% - MRRERIER) 1955 Evening in the Forest (bassoon solo with piano accomp.)

WEnES (EREESR @ #FHER)

= [ Symphony
1968 Symphony of the EARTH (orchestral work with voice solo and chorus) 7 =5 = #1 Choral Work
FpAr L (R - SiRREZE) 1981 Congratulation
1990 Symphony in E (4 movements) (A cappella for treble voice, commissioned by 1981 Asia Composer
ES Fiyin @ ({Fuss) Association Conference for the Opening Ceremony)
SDAE BRI AS 3 S o i o 4 2 4
2010 Symphony in E (2010 Version) (s moverments WE (GREEEAE 1901 THFARBE ERENARES SR
EZ M4 (20108RA) (I z) 1983 Strive for a Brigh.t Euture (an Anti-Narcotics‘song, vqce and .
orchestra, commissioned by Hong Kong Anti-Narcotics Committee)
= Symphonic Poem SRR A (T - FREHE - MBAREZRLEINAE

1986 Song of Peace (chorus and orchestra,

1978 Our College (chorus and orchestra,
9e commissioned by the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra)

for 25th Anniversary of Hong Kong Baptist College) " 3

RIS (QERERE  AEER SR+ REFEAENT itk R Resieg e et _

1988 We, the Children (cherus, for the 1988 Hong Kong International
Children’s Choral Festival)
EHMESF (818« B1988FBEIR R ESBEEIE)

1999 Children, Our Future (chorus, for both of 1999 Beijing International
Children’s Choral Festival and 1999 Hong Keng International

| Concerto

1955  Cello Concerto in A minor (3 movements, cello solo & orchestra)
APBEAREGED (A2 - AREEEREEZER)

1979  The Temptations of Christ (3 movements, concerto for piano solo, chorus Children's Choral Festival)
and orchestra) RELRMNAR (58 B1999L REIR TESMEE -
EEN=E#R CRLELAMAZEE - SENEZLME) K 1999F BB R ESIEHANE)

2011  Temptations (Piano Concerto on the theme of Jesus Loves Me)
AR (((PERE ) ERREHEm)

2014 Cello Concerto (2014 version) AREREH (2014 4)

2014  Piano Concerto “Temptations” iZ 7= (FF)

2016  Violin Concerto “Heroic” /|MEZthzph (M)

2017  Violin Concerto “Splendour of the Desert” /JMEElpZEE CNEEIE)

BZ Orchestral Piece

1955  Picture of a Market #2%

2010  Prelude and Fugue in Chinese Style R BIEU& AT Bt A 4
2010 Love for the Homeland Overture #{&f7Fa

2011 Overture for the “Youth” E&FFFH

2013  Storms on the South China Sea 2013 FiEEZ 2013

x4 E E %%t Chinese Orchestral Piece

1990 Overture - “East Meet West”
(commissioned by the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra)

Frel - (REHRE) (HEREEMEHEIE)

= NZVESL Chamber Music
1962 String Quartet in A Major AAZEMESR
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