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Alan Tam’'s music career began as a member of the Wynners. Until now Kenny Bee, Pang Kuen Sun,
Anthony ‘Friend’ Chan, Yip Chi Keung and Alan Tam, the five members of the Wynners, still work closely
together and they just held concerts to commemorate their thirty-third anniversary in early 2007.
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/[(, /%thout doubt Alan Tam is one of the most enduring stars in Hong Kong's entertainment firmament. In some ways, Alan Tam is a microcosm of
the Hong Kong pop scene that started to emerge in the 70s, and matured over the following decades into the exciting and vibrant scene of today.

Back to the 70s when our pop scene was virtually in its earliest formative stages, Hong Kong already had the voices but the creativity was yet to
emerge in a significant way. A common practice of the singers of yesteryear was the use of cover versions - mostly adaptations of Western and
Japanese pop tunes. Singers who wrote their own music and lyrics were just a few, and there were not many local composers of original music. It
was at this time that Alan had given his very first try in composing for his band The Wynners.

Fast forward to the 80s when the local pop scene stepped into maturity, music fans began to ask for original music works. This resulted in an
upsurge of songwriters and singer-songwriters, with the emphasis on creativity and originality. Alan Tam was one of the more notable talents
amongst those pacesetters in creativity.

However, memories of Alan’s additional talent seem to have been overshadowed by his successes as a singer and a film actor. Among today's pop
fans he is simply regarded as a vocalist, with many of his older admirers recalling those glory years in the mid-80s when he was showered with
accolades like "Golden Horse Lun”, "Wind and Fire Lun”, "Lucky Lun" and "Principal Tam".

The fact is that even at the very height of his fame in the mid-80s, he was still trying his deft hand at writing Chinese music. Who can forget the
soundtrack of "Proud Bone", which was incorporated on the "Love in the Fog" album released in 1984, and which enjoyed a groundswell of
appreciation, not just at the time, but still endures among those with long memories. This was his first attempt at music composition as a solo

vocalist.
===

Following the success of "Proud Bone" Alan Tam made more forays into the composition field, writing more songs not just for himself, but for
others, too. But of course having so many commitments in showbiz, he hardly became a prolific composer. Nevertheless, his total songwriting

output is 80-plus -- not bad for someone with a microphone in his hand most of the time.
e

Furthermore, many of his compositions turned out to be genuinely popular. Examples include "Wasted Affection”, "Runaway Soldier of Love",
"Kara Forever Okay"”, "Serious Love Being made a Plaything”, "In the Past” (TV drama theme song), "Unchanged for a Thousand Years"
(Wynners) "Thinking of You Through a Lifetime" (Hacken Lee) and "Ralny Night" (Andy Lau).
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A few years ago Alan teamed up with Hacken Lee
and hosted a series of concerts. The Tam-Lee
frenzy swept across Mainland China, Macau,
Southeast Asia, to the United States and Canada.
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In 2004, Alan performed the duet "Wolf in
Sheep’s Skin" with Xinjiang singer-songwriter
Dao Lang and introduced both local and
overseas fans to some music of distinctive style
in Mainland China.
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Alan worked at full stretch in his music career, yet
he also does not forget to contribute to the society
at large. In 2005, he teamed up with Shinji
Tanimura of Japan (R2) and Cho Yong-pil of
Korea (L3) at a concert to raise fund for the
victims of the famine in Ethiopia.




In the field of lyrics writing, though Alan was told by the late veteran James Wong in the 70s that Cantonese lyrics are the hardest to pen. However,
he managed to write some great works such as "Chilly Signals of Winter" (1984) and "Who Can Determine the Wrongs and Rights of Love”
(1994).

Alan’s contribution is not just in songwriting. In 1984, he caused a stir by announcing that he would no longer accept any music awards which
were competitive in nature. His intention being to make room for upcoming artists. He believed that too much emphasis was being placed on a
handful of established stars, and that the music industry would do better by encouraging the emergence of fresh young talent. Not surprisingly,
time has proved Alan Tam right.

Perhaps he also wanted to get out from under the ever-mounting pressure that was starting to become a crushing burden on his shoulders.
Certainly he was much freer to produce his own albums at a more relaxed pace. And, from the 90s onward, he restricted himself to producing
such unique records and soundfracks as the "Days We Passed Together” album (1997) and the soundtrack "Writing Back to a Letter to
the Heavenly Kings" (2001). "Heavenly Kings" can even be seen as a plea for established singers to take things a bit more easily and make
a greater contribution not just to the music industry but to society at large.

Yet, as usual, he has been a pioneer in this, too. In November 1985, he teamed up with Shinji Tanimura of Japan, Cho Yong-pil of Korea and
Freddie Aguilar of the Philippines at the "Peace Music Concerts" staged in Japan and Hong Kong to benefit victims of the famine in Ethiopia.
Then in 2005, he became a CASH Music Ambassador to campaign for respect of music copyrights, promote development of the local music
scene and encourage the creation of more original music works locally.

During his tenure as a CASH Ambassador Alan said: "I hope to really promote Hong Kong music in the Greater China market. This is an
aspiration of mine. As an artiste it is important that | perform my role well in order to be accountable to myself, and to my fans who support me.
This is my sense of responsibility.”

A few years ago he demonstrated his sense of sharing when he introduced to Hong Kong music-lovers the distinctive music of Xinjiang singer
Dao Lang, with whom he performed the duet "Wolf in Sheep’s Skin". This helped introduce local fans to some highly original music from this
far-flung region of Greater China, illustrating the give and take attitude with Hong Keng and China appreciating each other’s individual styles of
music.

To return to the present, the Alan Tam roadshow continues to roll ahead at full speed. With Hacken Lee, they teamed up and hosted in a
series of concerts in 2003 and 2004, delighting fans of both. The Tam-Lee frenzy even swept across Mainland China and other parts of
Southeast Asia, thence to the United States and Canada. More recently, Alan’s rendition of the theme song of a radio drama has won him
even more fans.

As a true evergreen, Alan is living proof of his famous remark made years ago, "l am 25 every year.” Thankfully he has no plans to retire,
thereby denying us still more enjoyment of his familiar rousing voice. We can foresee with confidence that his singing and his original music
works will continue to spread to every Chinese community around the world!
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s 448 o EACASHER R KEHIE - ~ Alan collaborated with Jacky Chan for not only ~ The soundtrack of "Proud Bone"
In- 2005, Alan became a CASH Music movies but also music. He has written songs for incorporated in the "Love in the Fog" album
Ambassador to help promote music copyright and him and performed together. was composed by Alan and enjoyed huge
encourage music creativity. Accompanied by Prof. appreciation from music lovers.

Chan Wing Wah, Chairman of CASH.
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Composers and Authors
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